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1.0 Introduction

The TAFE college has contracted Waratah Website Wonderland to develop a set of documentation and computerised procedures. This documentation will be given to future students of Web Courses. It is the purpose of this documentation to assist the student in the use of new IT Tools and upgraded version of software. The documentation is to relate to a number of new releases of web-related software and tools, and specifically to SVG Graphics.

1.1 Aims and Objectives

To develop documentation for the purpose of assisting students of Web Courses at Petersham TAFE College, to understand the latest release and implementation of Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG) in website design.

1.2 Background

It appears desirable that on-line documentation, in the form of a Live website be provided to students of Web Courses at TAFE, to learn about the recent innovation of SVG Graphics. 

SVG Graphics are a recent development, and to date have attracted minimal on-line writing and information dispersal. In order to better provide students with a resource where the concepts of this new Graphic format may be introduced to the student, we recommend that this web-site provide some introductory material, and provide additional links where further information may be found.

1.3 General Description of the Function and Effect

In order to provide students with the resources to learn about SVG Graphics, we envisage that the site will provide a basic general introduction to web-based graphics, and then to proceed into a slightly more detailed explanation of SVG. This site is not to be considered to be a complete resource that satisfies all the student’s requirements in relation to their required knowledge on either the subject of SVG, or web-based graphics in general. Rather, the purpose of the site is introduce the student to the basic concept of SVG Graphics, and then provide the means by way of links for exploration of more detailed explanations on other sites.

In terms of student learning, we anticipate that the “Hands-On” approach would assist Students in their learning. Accordingly, we would require incorporation of a simple exercise that demonstrates the principles involved in the creation of a basic SVG Graphic for web-site use. This exercise should involve minimal specialist programes or hardware in the graphic creation. It is recommended that links be provided for Student access to free or time-limited trials of programmes for design and viewing of SVG graphics.

1.4 Overview of Contents

The contents of the web-site should provide a basic introduction for the student with a tutorial format and excerise to work on. It would be desirable if it were to also be a student resource which could be used to locate more detailed information regarding SVG Graphics, as well as providing current information/news for use as the learning process develops and a contact point for students and possibly professionals interested in this innovative form of graphics, through a Message/Bulletin Board system. It is not considered likely that a Chat Room system would be applicable to this site due to the specific nature of this site.

2.0 Discussion of the Proposed Web-Site

2.1 Characteristics

2.1.1 Screen Resolution

The preferable screen resolution would be 800 x 600. This resolution is a ‘standard’ and is generally readable on lower resolutions as well as larger.

2.1.2 Navigation

Navigation should be readily available on all pages, with a “main” menu, supported by a second navigation selection at the bottom of the page. The navigation systems through out should be limited to main sub-pages only. The main/index/default page should be the only page that the User can access every page of the site. The tutorial pages, for example, should not be individually linked off each page, rather they should be readily available off the main page. However, major (or pages likely to be in demand) such as the news page, and informative pages, such as “About this Site” and The “Privacy Statement” require linking off each page. 

Colours should be chosen to differentiate active links from visited links from unused links.

2.1.3 Download Speed

Students often may be in remote locations with poor communications, or still be using older equipment with slower modems for Internet access. The download speed of the site should permit relatively quick downloads even on a slow connection. Avoid extensive graphics, particularly on the main page. 

It is preferable for the navigation system to be text-based rather than graphics based.

2.1.4 Graphics, Photos and Images

As described in “Download Speed” we anticipate that the site would require minimal graphics. 

We anticipate that graphics will be used to enhance text-based descriptions, however, their use should be minimised.

2.1.5 Budget

There is no budget. The site is to be built from scratch using readily available information from the Internet, and hosted on a “Free” web-host. Any graphics are to be hand-designed or found from one of the many free-graphics/clipart sites available on the web.

2.1.6 Promotion

Refer to “Budget”. Funds are not available to promote this site. Accordingly, it should be registered in some leading search engines such as Yahoo!, AltaVista, MSN, and Google, however, since the site is primarily for the use of students at Petersham TAFE, it is expected that the most relevant promotion will occur in the TAFE itself.

2.1.7 Target Audience

The target audience will be TAFE students. Such students may utilise a wide variety of computers and Internet connections, have a wide variety of computer and Internet literacy and understanding of web-based graphics. The web-site should make provision for a student with slow Internet connection of 14.4k, older computer such as a Pentium I, have good general knowledge of the use of computers and the Internet but minimal experience regarding design of web-based graphics and especially the SVG Graphics. The students are more than likely to have recently attended High School and accordingly are assumed to have current knowledge at the very least of School Certificate level, and possibly Higher School Certificate level. The site should attempt to project an image of “Professionalism” as this site will possibly be one of the very first exposures some students will have experienced to a technical information site. 

2.1.8 Colours

Due to the significant amount of reading that Users will experience on this site, contracting colours should be chosen. Either dark on light or the reverse would assist in the readably of the information. As this site is to provide professional technical information, it is recommended that use “bright” colours be refrained from.

There are no specific colours which apply to this site.

2.1.9 Frames

Frames may be employed in this site, to reduce download time of, for example, the banner. Frames should be used sparingly and be limited to the banner display. 

A ‘No Frames’ option should be available.

2.1.10 Layout

As a general rule, it is preferred that this site consists of only two levels. That is, the main page as a first level, linking directly to all other pages directly, with some cross-linking between pages. The site should rely upon the main page to indicate all available information “at a glance”. The main page is not expected to be the only page of the site, but is expected to reveal the extent of information available.

2.1.11 Text

Attempt to break up large blocks of text and place like information on a web page rather than placing chunks of dissimilar information on the one page.

Limit the width of the text to avoid it running off the side of the browser, where possible. This can be done using columns.

2.1.12 Fonts/Fontfamily

A default font size of 2 would be appropriate, with a san-serif fontfamily for ease of readably.

2.1.13 JavaScript

It is not considered to be a requirement to use JavaScript on this site.

2.1.14 Browsers

This site should support all Browsers and avoid Browser specific tags.

2.2 Parts

2.2.1 Downloads.

This is a resource for students to download views, and graphics programmes for experimentation in the use of SVG graphics. The student will require the following information to available on the page – the site that is being linked to, the type and name of programme/s that are available on the site, the size of the download (if known), and a description of the download.

2.2.2 Links.

The links page should provide links to articles on SVG as well as associated articles. This is further reading for the student to broaden their understanding of the topic.

2.2.3 News

A News page would be useful for the student to keep reviewing as their understanding of SVG and up-dating on the latest advances. This can be an automated news service concentrating on SVG and web-based graphics formats.

2.2.4 Search Engine

A simple search engine may assist in quickly locating information on the site. Due to the small size of the site, this is not considered to be a high priority, however, a search engine looking for specific information on the general Internet, about this topic would be an advantage for the student user.

2.2.5 Documentation

This specification document may be placed upon the site, to assist the student to understand the site’s overall purpose and limitations.

2.2.6 About this Site

This section should provide a description of the legal limitations of the site, copyright provisions, a brief indication of the author of the site and other relevant information including disclaimers.

2.2.7 E-Mail Me and Feedback

Feedback and suggestions for improvement from Users of the site is to be encouraged. An E-Mail address is considered to be satisfactory for this purpose. 

2.2.8 Privacy Statement

Although no information will be directly collected from Users, a general privacy statement regarding Users of this site would be deemed appropriate. 

2.2.9 Message Board

A message/bulletin board is a quick and easy way for students and more experienced graphics designers to keep in touch, ask questions, and learn. It is recommended that a message board be available and placed in a reasonably prominent location.

2.2.10 Accessibility Statement

Since this site does not incorporate Flash Graphics (or many graphics of any kind) accessibility may not be a significant issue, however, a statement is required regarding accessibility to determine whether the site does, in fact, have significant issues in this regard. All significant graphics (excluding incidentals such as Blanks and Separation Lines and the like) should have informative “ALT” tags.

2.2.11 Site Map

A site map is to be incorporated into the design, to allow direct access to all areas of the site.

2.2.12 Hosting

Refer to the Budget. The site will require a “Free Web-Site” host, due to restrictions of funding. It is preferable that the hosting service falls within the following parameters:-

Free



Yes

Advertising


None

24/7 Access


Yes

FTP



Yes – but not necessary. Browser satisfactory.

Min size


1MB

Style of URL


No specification

Host OS


Any

Email Addresses required
None

Extensions (ie FrontPage)
Not required

Other features (ie CGI, PERL)
Not required

2.2.13 E-Mail Addresses

Not required.

2.2.14 Maintenance

Refer “promotion”. Since the majority of Users will learn about the site’s existence from TAFE, it is recommended that monthly maintenance registration Search Engines be foregone. We believe that irregular updates of a minimal number of Search Engines would be sufficient.

2.2.15 Updates

Funding restrictions will limit the updates of the site. We anticipate that the news page will automatically update, and that many of the search links and general links will be updated by their host sites. Since the current takeup of SVG Graphics in the web community appears slow at present (not a major topic since its original proposal in 1999) this site probably will not be due for any significant update for, possibly 6 months. In the event that SVG does become of strong interest to the Web Designing community, this situation will require review.

2.2.16 Titles and MetaData

Each page should contain a title and MetaData relating to the site.
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